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Piany Pi Aey EIS 


from the 


BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Chickering Pianos used exclusively by the Handel and Haydn Society. 
Piano furnished through the courtesy of Ampico Hall. 


GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL 
Born in Halle, February 23, 1685 Died in London, April 13, 1759 


THE MESSIAH 


ORATORIO, composed in 1741; begun August 22, finished September 14. 
Text selected from the Scriptures by CHARLES JENNENS. Produced in 
Dublin, April 13, 1742, under the direction of HANDEL. Additional accom- 
paniments by MOZART, 1789; and by ROBERT FRANZ, for the use of the 
Handel and Haydn Society, completed and published in 1884. First per- 
formance by the Handel and Haydn Society, December 25, 1818, in Boylston 
Hall; present performances 157th and 158th, 


PART ONE 
THE PROPHECIES AND THE FULFILMENT. 


I 
OVERTURE 


grave: fuga, allegro moderato 


2-3 
RECITATIVE 
Comfort ye my people, saith your God: speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem; 
and cry unto her that her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord: 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 


AIR 


Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill made low; the 
crooked straight, and the rough places plain. 


4 
CHORUS 


And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed; and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 


5 
RECITATIVE 


Thus saith the Lord of Hosts: Yet once a little while, and I will shake 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land; and I will shake all 
nations; and the desire of all nations shall come; the Lord whom, ye seek 
shall suddenly come to His temple; even the messenger of the covenant 
whom ye delight in; behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of Hosts, 


8 
RECITATIVE 


Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call his name 
Emmanuel. God with us. 


AIR AND CHORUS 


O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high 
mountain, O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice 
with strength; lift up, be not afraid: say unto the cities of Judah, Behold, 
your God. Arise; shine; for thy light is come; and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon see 

10-11 


RECITATIVE 
For behold darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people; 
but the Lord shall arise upon thee and His glory shall be seen upon thee, 
ant the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising. 
AIR 


The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light; and they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them the light shined. 7 


12 
CHORUS 


For unto us a child is born: unto us a son is given: and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful; Counsellor; 
the Mighty God; the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace. 


PASTORAL SYMPHONY 


larghetto 
(on the traditional air of the Calabrian pifferari) 


14-15-16-17 
RECITATIVE 


There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flocks 
by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them; and the glory of the 
Lord shone round about them; and they were sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not, for behold I bring you good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God, and saying: 

CHORUS 


Glory to God in the highest; and peace on earth, good will towards men. 


18 
AIR 


Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion: shout, O daughter of Jerusalem, Be- 
hold, thy King cometh unto thee. He is the righteous Savior; and He shall 
speak peace unto the heaven. 


19-20 
RECITATIVE 


Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, and the ears of the deaf un- 
stopped: then shall the Jame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
shall sing. 

AIR 


He shall feed His flock like a shepherd; and He shall gather the lambs with 
His arm, and carry them in His bosom; and gently lead those that are with 
young. ... Come unto Him, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and He 
will give you rest. Take this yoke upon you, and learn of Him; for He is 
meek and lowly of heart, and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 


ye 
CHORUS 
His yoke is easy, and His burden is light. 


INTERMISSION 


PART TWO 
THE PASSION AND THE TRIUMPH 


23 
AIR 


He was despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief. A 


CHORUS 


Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was wounded 
for our transgressions: He was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, a 


AIR 


Why do the nations so furiously rage together; and why do the people 
imagine a vain thing? The kings of the earth rise up, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord and against His anointed. 


45 
AIR 
I know that my Redeemer liveth; and that He shall stand at the latter 
day upon the earth: and though worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 


I see God. For now is Christ risen from the dead, the first fruits of them 
that sleep. ie 


CHORUS 


Hallelujah! For the lord God Omnipotent reigneth. The kingdom of this 
world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall 
reign for ever and ever KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. HALLE- 


LUJAH! 
CHORUS 
Amen! Amen! 


1815 — 1929 
oe, Se 


The Handel and Haydn Society from its formation 
to the present day has held a prominent place among the 
musical societies of America. One purpose of the founders 
of the Society was improvement of church music and the 
Society has devoted its time almost exclusively to this class 


of music. 


Many names of men who rendered great service to the 
cause of good music appear in the list of Presidents and 
Conductors of the Society. One of the most prominent 
was Lowell Mason, who became President and Conductor 
in 1827. ‘The Chickering family gave four presidents to 
the Society: Jonas Chickering and his three sons, C. Francis 
Chickering, Thomas E. Chickering, and George H. Chicker- 
ing, and Chickering pianos have been used by the Society 
for a century. 


Conductors in the last half century include Carl 
Zerrahn, 1874-1895 and 1897-1898; B. J. Lang, 1895- 
1897; Reinhold Hermann, 1898-1899, and Emil Mollen- 
hauer, 1899-1927. “Thompson Stone has been Conductor 
since 1927. ‘The regular season of the Society ended with 
the concert of March 29, and the chorus is now called to- 
gether again for this special concert to greet the members 
of musical clubs that have come to Boston for Music Week. 
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